
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Mahwah High School 

Senior Guidance Newsletter 

January 2020 
 

Alumni Return Day 
Seniors will be attending this assembly as former Mahwah High School 

graduates will be returning to discuss their real college experience on Jan 3rd! 

Sending Mid-Year Grades to Colleges 
If you would like your mid-year grades sent to your colleges, please follow this procedure: 
 
1) Provide Mrs. Wright or Mrs. Mariani with a LETTER-SIZED ENVELOPE with a STAMP 
(the plain white variety--we are just sending a copy of your report card) 
2) Address the envelopes to your colleges and put MHS as the return address (50 Ridge 
Road; Mahwah, NJ 07430) 
3) Put your first and last name on the INSIDE FLAP of the envelope (so we know it's your 
envelope) 
4) On a separate piece of paper, please give us a list of the colleges you are sending grades 
to so we have it for our records. 

Any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out to your counselor. 
 

Dates to Remember: 

 

Friday, Jan 3rd  
Alumni Return Day  

 
Tuesday, Jan. 7th 
10th Grade Parent 

Meeting 
 

January 28th -31st  
1st Semester Exams 

Exam Schedule  
 

Friday, Jan. 31st  
End of 2nd Marking 

Period 
********************** 

Important links: 

 

MHS Guidance 

Website 

 

Naviance 

 

December’s 

Newsletter 

 

College Admission Madness- 

 It's all going to be OK.  

Financial Aid 
Paying for school is overwhelming. Here are a few places you should start 
gathering information regarding the finances of college: 

• MHS Financial Aid Info 
• FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)- Can be prepared 

annually by current and prospective college students in the United States to 
determine their eligibility for student financial aid (including Pell grants, and 
work-study programs). 

• CSS Profile- Colleges, universities, professional schools, and scholarship 
programs use the information collected on the profile to determine eligibility for 
nonfederal student aid funds. 

• Fin Aid- FinAid is the most comprehensive free resource for objective and 
unbiased information, advice and tools about student financial. 

 

Follow Us! Click to Stay Connected! 
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What Happens if you get Denied from a School? 
Hopefully it doesn’t happen but if it does, try to keep it in perspective. In a given year, an Ivy-ish 

university will reject 70-95% of students with SATs over 700 (over 2,100 on the three SATs).  Also, students 
who apply to the very top schools with 4.0 GPAs –60% don’t get in!  Conclusion: it happens, admissions 

decisions are not a judgment from society. Student merit is not the only factor in a school's decision. Schools 
also must address their own needs for a diverse population or for strength on sports teams or in specific 

degree programs. Neither you nor your parents should treat rejection as a personal failure. Read this 

What do you do if you are Waitlisted or Deferred? 
1) Call the school! Ask if they want you to send 1st marking period or 2nd marking period grades. Also ask 
if you can submit an updated resume (if you have done something that didn’t previously appear on your 
application). If they say that you should not submit additional application materials, then do not send in 
anything else. You don’t want to annoy them. If they allow you to send additional materials, here’s what you 
need to do: 
 

2) Compose letter. Write a one-page letter and send by email AND mail to the admissions representative at 
the college who evaluates applicants from your high school and copy the dean of admissions. 
Your letter should: 

• Genuinely show your commitment to your top choice school and articulate that if you are admitted in 
the regular decision round, you intend to enroll (if that’s the case). If you’re not sure that you’d enroll, 
write that the college remains a top choice for you. Re-state your reasons why that school best fits 
your academic and personal needs. Make references to specific professors, courses, extracurricular 
activities, and research opportunities that show your knowledge of the school. 

• Update the college on all the achievements you have made, both inside and outside of the classroom, 
since you submitted your Early Action/Decision application. 

• Be upbeat and do not show signs of disappointment or frustration. 
• It's important to mention specific reasons why you continue to believe the school is the best fit for 

you. 
 

3) Seek additional recommendation letters. If there is another teacher, especially a senior year teacher, or 
outside recommender, who can add new information to your application file, seek one additional letter of 
recommendation to send to the college. 
 

4) Visit. Take the opportunity to visit the campus. A campus visit can help you decide if the college is truly 
for you, and can help you show demonstrated interest. During your campus visit, try to do the following: 

• Meet face-to-face meeting with your admissions representative. 
• Sit in on classes, meet with a professor in your program, eat lunch in the dining hall, speak to current 

students.  
• Request an interview: even if you interviewed with the school already. Face time makes a difference. 

Use this opportunity to showcase your most recent accomplishments (awards or quarterly grades) 
and to reiterate your commitment to attend the school if chosen. 
 

All About Scholarships! 
It’s never too early to think about how you are going to pay for college! 

In Naviance, go to Colleges....Scroll to the bottom and click on "Scholarship List." Then change the 
Browse by Category to "Search Engine." This will give you a list of places to begin your search. 

Scholarship and Loan Information  
We’ve vetted dozens of student loan providers to bring you the select few that we think are the leaders in 

their categories. Check out our top picks by category, some of which are from our partners, to find the 
provider to suit your needs. 
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